

REJOICE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST

1 Peter 3:8–4:19
Key Verse: 4:13

1.  How should Christians relate to one another, and why? (3:8) How should we respond to evil or insult? (9) What Scripture does Peter quote, and what should we learn from it? (10–12) 

2.  How does Peter counsel Christians who face hostility for doing good, what Scripture does he quote, and why? (13,14) Whom should we revere? (15a) How can we “always be prepared” to respond to non-believers? (15b) What is the reason for our hope? Why “with gentleness, respect and a clear conscience”? (16; cf. 2:12,15)

3.  What principle does Peter repeat? (17; cf. 2:20) How does Christ’s suffering inspire us? (18) After his resurrection, to whom did he go? (19,20a) The story of Noah and the flood was famous in Asia Minor. How would this story encourage these scattered Christians? (20b) How do Christian baptism and Christ’s resurrection give us victory? (21,22)

4.  How does Christ’s suffering in his body help us? (4:1,2) What does Peter say about our past life? (3) How do people persecute Christians now? (4) Of what does Peter remind us? (5) How and why was the gospel preached even to those who are now dead, and what confidence does this give us? (6; cf. 3:19)

5.  In what ways does Peter encourage Christians to live among each other, and why? (7–11) What was their fiery ordeal, and how should they view it? (12) Read verse 13. What does it mean to “participate in the sufferings of Christ,” and how can we “rejoice” to do so? 

6. [bookmark: _GoBack] How should we respond to insults due to our faith? (14) In what ways should we not suffer? (15) Why should we not be ashamed when we suffer as a Christian? (16) What does Peter say about God’s judgment, and what does this mean? (17) What Scripture does he quote? What is his conclusion? (18)
